
The hiddenness of God and a 
young woman called Esther



• “This is what happened during the time of 
Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127 
provinces stretching from India to Cush:”

(Esther 1:1)

•



• 10 On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in 
high spirits from wine, he commanded the seven 
eunuchs who served him—Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Karkas—
11 to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her 
royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the 
people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at. 
12 But when the attendants delivered the king’s 
command, Queen Vashti refused to come. Then 
the king became furious and burned with anger.

(Esther 1:10-12)



• 17 For the queen’s conduct will become known to 
all the women, and so they will despise their 
husbands and say, ‘King Xerxes commanded 
Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she 
would not come.’ 

• 22 He sent dispatches to all parts of the kingdom, 
to each province in its own script and to each 
people in their own language, proclaiming that 
every man should be ruler over his own 
household, using his native tongue.



• 5 Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe 
of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of 
Shimei, the son of Kish, 6 who had been carried into 
exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin
king of Judah. 7 Mordecai had a cousin named 
Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had 
neither father nor mother. This young woman, who 
was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was 
beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter 
when her father and mother died.

Esther 2:5-7



Esther hidden

• 10 Esther had not revealed her nationality and 
family background, because Mordecai had 
forbidden her to do so. 11 Every day he walked 
back and forth near the courtyard of the 
harem to find out how Esther was and what 
was happening to her.

(Esther 2:10-11)



Where is God? - genocide

• 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not 
kneel down or pay him honor, he was 
enraged. 6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s 
people were, he scorned the idea of killing 
only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a 
way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the 
Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of 
Xerxes.

(Esther 3:5-6)



Pur and Purim

• 7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first 
month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is, the 
lot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a 
day and month. And the lot fell on the twelfth 
month, the month of Adar.

• 8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain 
people dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces 
of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their 
customs are different from those of all other people, and 
they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s 
best interest to tolerate them. (Esther 3)



Genocide

• 13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the 
king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill 
and annihilate all the Jews—young and old, 
women and children—on a single day, the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the 
month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.



Coming out and providence

• 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. And who knows but that 
you have come to your royal position for such 
a time as this?”



• 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 
16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in 
Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my attendants 
will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go 
to the king, even though it is against the law. 
And if I perish, I perish.”

(Esther 4:15-16)



How God works

• That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the 
book of the chronicles, the record of his reign, to be 
brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded 
there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, 
two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, 
who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes.

• 3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received 
for this?” the king asked.

• “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants 
answered.

(Esther 6:1-3)



A joyous celebration - remember

• And the city of Susa held a joyous celebration. 
16 For the Jews it was a time of happiness and 
joy, gladness and honor. 17 In every province 
and in every city to which the edict of the king 
came, there was joy and gladness among the 
Jews, with feasting and celebrating. And many 
people of other nationalities became Jews 
because fear of the Jews had seized them.

(Esther 8:16-17)


